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23‑6‑206.  Revocation of license; hunting after suspended license.

(b) No person whose license has been forfeited or privilege to purchase another license suspended shall procure, purchase, or possess another license during the period of forfeiture or suspension.  If the person procures, purchases, or possesses another license during such period, the license is invalid and that person is not entitled to receive another license for up to six (6) years next succeeding the original revocation or suspension period.  Violation of this subsection constitutes a low high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23‑6‑202(a)(v) 23-6-202(a)(ii). 

(c) No person whose license has been forfeited or privilege to purchase another license

suspended shall take any wildlife prohibited by the court during the period of forfeiture or suspension.  If the person takes any wildlife prohibited by the court during such period, that person is not entitled to receive another license for up to six (6) years next succeeding the original revocation or suspension period.  Violation of this subsection constitutes a low high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23‑6‑202(a)(v)  23-6-202(a)(ii).

Explanation of need for proposed legislation.

In 2007 the legislature approved changes to W.S. 23-6-206. Revocation of license; hunting after suspended license (Senate Enrolled Act # 6), which increased the violation level from a 9th Degree Misdemeanor to a 5th Degree Misdemeanor.   These changes were made because those individuals who violated this statute were repeat offenders – often many times – and had decided to continue to hunt or fish after their licenses to do so were suspended.  These individuals are some of the more egregious violators of Game and Fish Law.

At the same time the legislature passed a new Misdemeanor Bill (House enrolled Act No. 30) that removed levels of Misdemeanors (1st thru 11th) and simply changed them to either high or low misdemeanors.  Under the new system 1st thru 6th misdemeanors were classified as “High” Misdemeanors and 7th thru 11th degree misdemeanors were classified as “Low” Misdemeanors.

Because the “Misdemeanor Bill” was written before the “Increase in Revocation Penalties Bill” was approved, the change from 9th to 5th Degree Misdemeanor was not reflected.

These proposed changes to WS 23-6-206 corrects that oversight, and reflects the level of the Revocation Statute as a high misdemeanor aligning the language accurately.  

